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MAGI NO, 
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A d d r e s s : 409 North Charles S t r e e t 
C u r r e n t Name: Eubie Blake C u l t u r a l Center 

B l o c k : 566 
H e i g h t : ih 
C o n d i t i o n : Good 
U s e : Educat ional 
D e s i g n a t i o n : 

L o t : 5 L o t s i z e : 27 i t . x 126 f t . 
M a t e r i a l s : Brick and wood -
Owner: Mayor and Ci ty Council 
A c c e s s i b l e : Yes, r e s t r i c t e d 
L i b e r / F o l i o : RHB 3218/160 

Catholic Club Historic Name 
Date: ca. 1835 
Architect/Builder: 
Style (if appropriate): 

Description: The three-bay flemish bond facade has a wood-paneled frame on the 
first floor uniting the doorway and a bow window. The entry is arched with a 
multi-light modern door and a plain transom. The marble steps and closers are 
original. The bow window also has multiple lights. In the frieze above the window 
is a painted sign with the name of the Cultural Center. The upper floors have 2/2 
windows with jack arches. The half-story is faced with plain white-painted flush 
siding with a belt molding between the square windows. These windows have single 
vertical muntins. The simple box cornice is at the top of the window frame. 
Although nothing is known of the original appearance of the house, traces of white 
paint in an arch outline are visible above the horizontal cornice of the doorway, 
suggesting a former arched door surround. The marble-faced basement has segmentally 
arched windows which appear to date from the late 19th century. 

Significance: 
Area: architecture Level: local 

The facade of the former Catholic Club retains a residential character in 
spite of alterations in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It was in fact 
a residence until about 1893 when it was purchased or leased by the Catholic Club 
as its home. Founded in 1889 by James R. Wheeler, a Catholic businessman and 
Confederate veteran, the Club was mostly social in nature, but also performed 
ceremonial functions from time to time. The first house of the Club was on West 
Fayette. As the club membership grew, larger quarters were needed and 409 North 
Charles, with its convenient location to the Cathedral, was acquired. At one time, 
the building contained a gymnasium and bowling alley as well as dining facilities. 
Cardinal Gibbons was a frequent guest. In 1902 the membership was 300 and growing, 
but the Club was disbanded in 1919, probably as a result of declining numbers 
during World War I. The building was sold to the Episcopal Church in 1920 and became 
the Episcopal Diocesan House until the late 1930's when it was converted to commercia 
use. 

Sources: 
Baltimore, Trade Queen of the South (1902); Clubs and Club men of 

..Baltimore (1893) BN-P 8-13-47 

Surveyor and15ate: J a n e t D a v i s , A p r i l 1 9 8 5 
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409 North Charles Street 
Cathedral Hill - Metrocenter Survey 
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Photo: Janet Davis 
Date: August 1984 
Neg. loc.: Maryland Historical Trust 
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COMMON: 

409 N o r t h C h a r l e s S t r e e t 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

LOCATION 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

409 N o r t h C h a r l e s S t r e e t 
CITY OR TOWN: 

B a l t i m o r e 
S T A T E 

M a r y l a n d 
C O U N T Y : 
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CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• District ) Q Building 

• Sit* Q3 Structure 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

Q Public 

0 Private 

• Both 

Public Acquisition: 

• In Process 

• Being Considered 

STATUS 

0 Occupied 

1 1 Unoccupied 

• Preservotion work 
in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

• Restricted 

(jj) Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More me Appropriate) 

• Agricultural • Government Q Park • Transportation 

H Commercial • Industrial • Private Residence ~] Other (Specify) 

• Educational • Military Q Religious 

• Entertainment • Museum • Scientific 

[~] Comments 

DWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S N A M E : 

Mayor and C i t y C o u n c i l o f B a l t i m o r e 
S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

F a y e t t e and H o l l i d a y S t r e e t s 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

B a l t i m o r e 
S T A T E : 

M a r y l a n d 21202 

lOCATION OP U-GAL DESCRIPTION 
C O U R T H O U S E . REGISTRY O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Records O f f i c e , Room 6 0 1 , B a l t i m o r e C i t y Cou r t house 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Calv /e r t and F a y e t t e S t r e e t s 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

B a l t i m o r e 
S T A T E 

M a r y 1 a n d 21202 

T i t l e R e f e r e n c e o f C u r r e n t Deed (Book & P a . # ) : R H R ^ ? i R - i f i n 
l tP«IMNt*tlON (N EXISTING SURVEYS / * 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

C i t y o f B a l t i m o r e Ne ighbo rhood Survey 
D A T E OF S U R V E Y : • Federal • State • County g ] Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y FOR S U R V E Y RECORDS: 

rjnmmi s a l o n f o r H i s t , and A r c h . P r e s . 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

?h «t- r . a l u a r t S t r e e t 
C I T Y OR TOWN: S T A T E : 

M a r y l a n d 21202 
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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T * -ID O R I G I N A L (It known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

This is a masonry building laid in Flemish bond, four 
stories high and three bays wide. 

Six marble steps on the facade's left lead to the wooden 
door with sixteen glass lights and fanlight transom above. 
The door and transom are set in a stilted, moulded, 

round arch, which is keystoned. The keystone interrupts 
a meander strip which extends the width of the first 
story bays (as does the blank entablature and dentiled 
cornice above it). 

Above the basement windows (set in segmentalarches--
barely visible above the sidewalk) is a bowed store win­
dow which is two bays wide and composed of forty-five 
lighta. 

Second and third story windows are all double hung, 
two-over-two, with stone sills and splayed brick lintels. 

Fourth story windows are double casement with stone 
lintels fitted into a blank frieze band just below the 
roof cornice. 
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PERIOD (check One or More am Appropriate) 

• Pre-Columbian • 16th Century 
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• 18th Century 

• 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicable and Known) 
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• Historic 
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• Other (Specify) 

Refer to 421 North Charles 

PS-709 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

27x12b' 

I I FORM PREPARED BY 
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NAME AND Tl T L E : 

Joseph Potts, Planning Assistant 
O R G A N ! Z A T I O N 

Comraission for Hist, and Arch, Pres. 11/26/7 5 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

26 S. Calvert Street 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Ba l t imore 
:}2. 

i a r y 1 a n d 212P2 

^State Liaison Officer Review; (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
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Catholic Club (Eubie Blake Cultural Center) 
409 N. Charles Street 
Sanborn Map, 1914, Volume 3, Sheet 227 
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Eubie Blake Cultural Center 
409 North Charles Street 
Block 0566 Lot 005 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad 

GIS data Courtesy of 
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS 
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